interested in the control of fertility, will be apparent from the fact that it contains no fewer than 1,459 references, culled, as the author explains, from more than twice that number consulted.
The subject matter of the book includes the nervous and hormonal factors involved in spermatogenesis, oogenesis, ovulation and sexhormone production. Particular attention is given to the role of ovarian hormones in the hypothalamopituitary-ovary feedback system and to experimental studies of agents which block ovulation. Other sections deal with fertilization, cleavage, blastocyst development and implantation. A separate chapter is concerned with free ovum development. The clinical section covers fertility control in men, the detection, stimulation and inhibition of ovulation in women, an important chapter on the effects, on various systems, and the safety of currently-used ovulation inhibitors, and finally, a summing-up of some consequences of the application of fertility control. This is a timely and authoritative contribution of great value to an exceedingly important subject. In this small book one of the originators of treatment with oxygen under pressure describes the clinical features of gas gangrene, the early history of attempts to treat the infection by local oxygenation, the hyperbaric chamber used in Amsterdam and the method of its use, and finally his results. Tabular particulars of 40 cases of gas gangrene are given, with only 8 deaths, most of which were not due to the clostridial infection itself. Clinical histories are given of 19 of these patients.
The causative organism was identified in every case, 34 being infected with Cl. welchii, 5 with Cl. fallax and 1 with Cl. tertium. Some patients had positive blood cultures as well as extensive local lesions. The results are most impressive, but they leave the reader in some doubt about allocation of the credit for recovery between oxygen and antibiotics. The author claims that 9 patients were treated 'without antibiotics'. The histories of only 5 of these are given, and 4 of them in fact did receive antibiotics, although apparently unsuccessfully and before oxygen was started. Almost all the other patients whose histories are given received a course of penicillin as well as oxygen. In the single patient to whom no antibiotics were given this was said to be 'due to a misunder-standing'. This leaves the author's attitude to this aspect of treatment in doubt. However beneficial oxygen therapy may be, it is surely advisable also to give the patients the undoubted benefit obtainable from penicillin, preferably in more generous doses than most of these patients received.
L P GARROD Depression and its Treatment by John Pollitt MD MRCP DPM pp x+114 24s London: William Heinemann Medical Books 1965 From the point of view of general practitioners, this book will be very valuable. It is clearly and concisely written. The clinical descriptions are first class and the chapters on treatment deal not only with the antidepressive drugs and general questions of management in a straightforward practical way, but are set out in sufficient detail to give the reader guidance on what drug and what dosage to use in differing cases.
Psychiatrists, on the other hand, would be more interested in the author's views on the psychopathology and classification of depressions. These are worth-while reading for the fresh air they bring, though I am sure Dr Pollitt would not expect all psychiatrists to agree with him; in particular I baulked at the suggestion that a mild form of 'S-type' depression was a neurosis, a more severe form a psychosis. Of great practical interest is the model account by Diana Brinkley and her colleagues on the management of a joint clinic for reticuloses. Of more fundamental interest are the articles on the basis of chemotherapy with folic acid antagonists in acute leukemia of children and steroid therapy in some malignant conditions in aplastic anemia of children, by W Jacobson, and the account by D H Marrian and his colleagues of the problems encountered in attempts to develop a radioactive chemotherapeutic drug.
Other articles cover various aspects of radiotherapy, and include the stimulating account by G Stein on the contribution of radiation chemistry to the understanding of the biological action of ionizing radiations. This book aims to give the medical student and newly qualified practitioner a survey of the important features of general practice. It starts with advice on the approach to and choice of a general practice and follows with chapters on the doctor's relations with his local professional colleagues and ancillary workers and with his position in the local community and with its leaders. Thus far the author deals largely in broad generalities, but in the subsequent chapters on practice organization, ancillary staff and financial considerations, he is much narrower in his approach, which restricts its value.
If it were condensed considerably and the notes on specific conditions omitted, as they attempt too much in a small space, it would form a useful handbook for those entering practice. This is a small book which reports in full the papers and discussions given at a symposium organized by the Royal Free Hospital. The contributors are numerous and include distinguished names from many parts of the world, Benhamou, Popper, Redeker and Walshe, to mention but four. The editing has been well done and the result is a very readable book. It is, like all such reports, inclined to be wordy, but the chat serves to string together the facts and give life to material that could otherwise be heavy going.
It is a survey of the drugs that damage the liver, producing complications of clinical significance, and the mechanisms by which the effects are produced. Alcohol and anesthesia are included. It is undoubtedly a book that should be studied by all interested in disease of the liver and by all manufacturing pharmacists. ALAN Fran9aise 1964-5 This three-volume work is a monument to Professor Lichtwitz whose death was a loss not only to the French but to everyone interested in calcium metabolism. His collaborator, Dr Parlier, has now completed the three volumes which they projected together and has produced the most comprehensive work of its kind at present available in any language. The first volume deals with the normal physiology of calcium metabolism and covers calcium intake, its distribution within the body, its routes of excretion and some of the factors which influence its behaviour. It also deals with phosphorus and citric acid metabolism in so far as they are related to calcium. These sections are brief, clear and well organized. The authors then consider the microscopic anatomy of bone, the processes of calcification and ossification, the nature of the bone mineral and the bone matrix, and the development of the teeth. In the final sections they describe the roles of vitamins and hormones in skeletal metabolism and some of the tests which may be performed in the assessment of the metabolic function of bone. Thislast section is perhaps somewhat oversimplified and indicates a rather clearer separation between different skeletal diseases than is commonly found in practice.
The second volume surveys the pathology of calcium metabolism, about half the volume being devoted to the different forms of osteoporosis and the remainder to osteomalacia, primary hyperparathyroidism, Paget's disease, myelomatosis, secondary bone cancer and hypoparathyroidism. This volume is extremely well provided with plates, line drawings, tables and graphs, is very systematically laid out and eminently readable,
